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From Lori Warchuck’s Desk, 
  
Why 4-H?  

  

     People often ask what impact 4-H Youth 

Development has on its participants. We know from 

our experiences that 4-H changes lives, helping youth 

to become confident, mature adults ready to succeed in 

today’s challenging world.   Studies show that youth 

participating in 4-H do better in school, are more 

motivated to help others, feel safe to try new things, 

and develop lasting friendships.  

    We utilize the 4-H Guiding Principles to focus and 

drive the work we do with young people. As we move 

into our busy 4-H season we should make it a point to 

review them as we plan club meetings and activities.  

  

Youth develop positive relationships with adults and 

peers. 

Youth are physically and emotionally safe. 

Youth are actively engaged in their own development. 

Youth are considered participants rather than 

recipients in the learning process. 

Youth develop skills that help them succeed. 

Youth recognize, understand and appreciate 

multiculturalism. 

Youth grow and contribute as active citizens through 

service and leadership.  

Young people will be more interested and active 

learners if they plan and develop activities around these 

guiding principles. One of the first steps a club could 

take is to incorporate the guiding principles in their 

meetings. Help youth get comfortable with the words 

and discuss what each principle means. A simple 

activity exploring the seven guiding principles could 

also help build understanding. A large sign can be made 

of each principle. At a club meeting, give the members 

an opportunity to write a single descriptive word on 

the principle sign. Focus on one principle at a time at 

each meeting.  Debrief after everyone participates about 

what that principle means, and the descriptive words 

used.  

After all principles have been discussed at a meeting, a 

review activity could be done to reinforce what was 

learned. Create seven groups and have each group come 

up with a short skit that demonstrates that principle. 

They could use props or adults to help. This is a fun 

way for them to reinforce and understand what they 

mean. 

After all the principles are reviewed and discussed, it is 

important to revisit these guiding principles once a 

year. This process can help new families understand 

what it means to be part of a 4-H program. A repeat or 

review of the activity could be done. Another quick and 

easy way to remind the group of the guiding principles 

is to have youth share one of the principles at each 

meeting and mention a few concepts that are connected 

to that principle.  

Check out the rest of the guiding principles, and other 

resource at:  

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/

bring_youth_into_the_promotion_of_4-

hs_guiding_principles 
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MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-

opportunity employer, committed to 

achieving excellence through a diverse 

workforce and inclusive culture that 

encourages all people to reach their full 

potential.  Michigan State University 

Extension programs and materials are 

open to all without regard to race, color, 

national origin, gender, gender identity, 

religion, age, height, weight, disability, 

political beliefs, sexual orientation, 

marital status, family status or veteran 

status.  Issued in furtherance of MSU 

Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 

30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 

Department of Agriculture.  Quentin 

Tyler, Director, MSU Extension, East 

Lansing, MI  48824.  This information is 

for educational purposes only.  

Reference to commercial products or 

trade names does not imply 

endorsement by MSU Extension or bias 

against those not mentioned. 

Featured 4-H Ambassador—Vanessa Dazer 

4-H & Youth Fair Update 

 

Local Calendar  

May  

5/1 – 4-H Horse Project Paperwork Turn In, Goodells, contact your horse project 

leader for details 

5/3 – Discovery Day Market Swine Tag Pick Up / Market Lambs, Veal & Goat 

Livestock weigh in & Tagging  

5/7 – Photography Workshop, St Clair (pre-registration required)  

5/10 – Sheep Showmanship Clinic, Goodells (pre-registration required) 

5/10 – Horse Round Robin Clinic, Goodells (pre-registration required) 

5/12 – Fair Board Meeting, 7pm, Goodells  

5/13 – Exploration Days Participants Mandatory Orientation, MSU Extension Of-

fice, Port Huron (Donald Dodge Auditorium)  

5/17 – John Tate Memorial Horse Show, Goodells  

5/21 – Beginner Cake Decorating Workshop, Goodells (pre-registration required, 

limited space, opens May 1st)   

5/31 – 4-H Rabbit Skill-A-Thon, Goodells (pre-registration required)  

  

June  

6/7 – 4-H Poultry Showmanship Workshop, Goodells (pre-registration required) 

6/9 – Fair Board Meeting, 7pm Goodells  

6/21 – Warm Up Horse Show                                                                                                           

6/22 – State 4-H Qualified Horse Show        

6/24 – 6/26 – Thumb Area 4-H Camp                                                                                                            

6/28 – Shooting Sports Tournament Blue Water Sportsman’s Club                                                                    

6/29 – Archery Tournament Goodells 

  

July                                                                                                                                                                                 

7/14-7/19 SCC 4-H & Youth Fair 

 

St. Clair County Events 

More information about 4-H events can be found online:  

• St. Clair County 4-H Facebook page: https://m.facebook.com/4Hstclaircounty                                             

• https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h/events                                                                                           

• https://msue.stclaircounty.org  

• (810) 989-6956 

4-H Flower Arranging Workshop 

Took place on Wednesday, April 16 at Goodell County 
Park.  Brenda Ski of The Petal Wagon shared her floral 
design skills during this hands-on learning opportunity 

Fair Updates 

Fair Shirts: 

Market lambs, veal and goats will be tagged and 

weighed in and swine exhibitors pick up your 

swine tags on Saturday, May 3rd from 8-11 a.m.  

Goodells County Park, North side in the Crater 

Parking lot.  

Exhibitors fill out and bring market livestock reg-

istration forms with you, one form per exhibitor, 

per species. 
https://stclaircounty4hfair.org/.../Market-
Livestock... 

Highlight of changes? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

•The 2025 Fair Book is posted on the fair's website.  

•Policy regarding inability to be present during a pro-

ject interview 

•Cavies will be exhibited under Pocket Pets 

•Beekeeping will be exhibited under Crops 

•All leadership projects will be exhibited under one 

class. 

•Exhibitors should thoroughly read the fair's Rules & 

Regulations and if  

exhibiting livestock, Livestock Rules &  

Regulations. You are responsible for knowing the 

•Link to Fair Book: https://stclaircounty4hfair.org/

fair-book-registration/ 

•Fair Entry link will be posted around May 1st. Entry 

deadline is July 1. 

New for 2025: 24/7 generator camping will be on 

the south side of County Park Drive, in the "old 

campgrounds". The fair has tiled the field and we 

look forward to drier conditions in that area. 

Get your camping applications for fair exhibi-

tors: https://stclaircounty4hfair.org/.../Camping-
Application.pdf 

Market Poultry Hatching Dates: 

STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
May 7: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar – Talk the Talk
Online
Effective communication is key to successfully selling livestock. This session covers tools and 
techniques to connect with buyers, convey product value, and empower youth with practical tips for 

impactful auctions and markets.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market -animal-project-webinars-may-7

May 7: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar – Records to Riches
Online
Learn how to keep track of what you spend and earn so you can make smart choices for your project. 
Discover the power of record keeping and learn how to calculate your break-even point to make smarter 
decisions in livestock marketing. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market -animal-project-webinar5-14

May 15: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: Fueling or Squashing the Rumor Mill 

Online
This webinar will focus on supporting youth who face rumors about their projects and how to prevent the 
spread of misinformation.

12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-fueling-or-

squashing-the-rumor-mill-noon
7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-fueling-or-
squashing-the-rumor-mill-7pm

May 15: Adulting 101 Webinar – Stay Safe Out There
Online
Practical strategies to help you stay aware, prepared and confident, no matter where you go.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/staysafe

May 19: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series: Engaging Parents in 4-H Experiences
Online
Discover strategies to engage parents and implement shared leadership in your 4-H club.

12 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-
parents-in-4-h-experiences-and-implement-shared-leadership-in-4-h-clubs-noon
7 p.m. session: www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-
parents-in-4-h-experiences-and-implement-shared-leadership-in-4-h-clubs-7pm

May 21: Make the Most of Your Market Animal Project Webinar – Market Mastery
Online

Delve into the 5 Ps of marketing and explore innovative strategies to elevate your outreach. Learn 
practical tools and techniques to promote projects successfully, enhance sales, and build valuable 
connections in the industry.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/market -animal-project-webinar-5-21

Livestock and poultry 
owner s encouraged 
r emain vigilant about 

biosecurity

In recent years, highly 
pathogenic avian influenza 
(HPAI) has been detected in 
cattle, cats and poultry across 

the country and Michigan. 
Livestock and poultry owners 
are strongly encouraged to 
take proactive measures to 

defend against additional 
outbreaks in Michigan. Check 
out the following resources 
helpful information on 

biosecurity:

• www.canr.msu.edu/fair-
and-exhibition-animal-

health/biosecurity
• www.canr.msu.edu/resourc

es/biosecurity-for-dairy-
and-beef-cattle-farms

• www.canr.msu.edu/news/s
mall-scale-and-backyard-
poultry-owners-should-
remain-vigilant-to-protect-

against-highly-pathogenic-
avian-influenza

• www.canr.msu.edu/avian_i
nfluenza/

STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Michigan 4-H license plate now available!

Michigan drivers have a new way to show their 4-H pride while supporting 4-H youth 
development programming: through the purchase of the newly released Michigan 4-H
license plate. Available at the Michigan Secretary of State, the plate prominently 
displays the signature 4-H clover and part of the proceeds from every sale and renewal 
will go to support Michigan 4-H youth.

“We are elated that the Michigan 4-H license plate is officially here,” said Quentin Tyler, 
director of Michigan State University Extension, which is home to the Michigan 4-H 
program. “We hope the many members of our Michigan 4 -H community –youth, parents, 
alumni and supporters – will consider supporting 4-H by purchasing a plate as they 
renew their licenses this year.”

Similar to other special cause fundraising license plates in the state, the Michigan 4-H license plate will cost $35, with $25 of 
the purchase fee benefiting Michigan 4-H Youth Development. A $10 fee will also be charged to benefit Michigan 4-H when 
the plate is renewed. License plates may be ordered by visiting Michigan.gov/sos, bymailing in a form or scheduling a visit 
to any Secretary of State office. The plate will be delivered by mail in two to three weeks. 

To learn more, visit extension.msu.edu/4-HPlate.

Michigan 4-H Foundation opens 2024-25 grant cycle

Awarded annually, the Michigan 4-H Foundation recently opened their grant and award 
opportunities for the 2025-2026 season. Open to 4-H volunteer leaders, members and 
staff, the grants and awards support local 4-H clubs and county programs. All 
applications are due June 1.

“County 4-H programs and clubs have so many unique programs,” said Abbey Miller, 
director of the Michigan 4-H Foundation. “Thanks to the support of our generous 4-H 
donor community, we are pleased to offer mini-grants to support these many wonderful 
programs.”

Opportunities include:  
• Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants of $1,000. These grants are awarded to support development of a new program or 

initiative or to strengthen, enhance or expand a current  program that is making a difference.
• 4-H On-Target Grants of $500. These grants support 4-H Shooting Sports programs to enhance existing programs, 

develop a new program or offer a special experience related to 4-H Shooting Sports.
• The Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant of $500. This grant is available only to 4-H youth clubs and supports 

advancement of club work in plant science and horticulture activities. 
• 4-H Educational Garden Grants of $1,000. These grants support the creation of local 4-H educational gardens in 

Michigan.

Learn more or apply online at http://mi4hfdtn.org/grants. Questions? Contact the Michigan 4-H Foundation at 517-353-
6692.
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